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defensive belt was from two to five miles deep ;
but the German Command were not content with
it. They had designed an independent line r^nnina
from Drccourt. south-east of Leu.?, to the Sierfried
Line at Queant. which should be an alternative in
case of an assault on the Arras salient. But at the
beginning of April this position, which was to be-
come famous as the Drocourt-Queant line, was not
yet completed. It was intended as a protection for
Douai and Cambrai, the loss of which would have
made the whole Siegfried system untenable. But it
was designed only pro majors ca\tela, for there was
every confidence in the mighty ramified defences
between Lens and Tilloy, and in the resisting power
of the northern Siegfried sector.

The plan devised at Chantilly in November 1916
had, as we have seen, to be wholly recast, in view
of the different policy and the enlarged powers of
the new French Commander-in-Chief, and the Ger-
man retreat to the Hindenburg Line. The position
now was that the Arras attack, which Haig had
regarded as only a preparation for the main campaign
in Flanders, became the principal task of the British
army during the first half of 1917. This action, at
the same time, was conceived as a movement sub-
sidiary to the greater effort of the French in the
south. It was admittedly an attack in a region
where, except for an unexampled piece of fortune,
good strategic results could scarcely be obtained.
The success of the British depended on what the
French could do on the Aisne. If the latter failed,
then the former, too, must- fail in the larger strategic